
Festival of Sports Cars – Mount Panorama, Bathurst Easter Long Weekend 10-12 April

The main racetrack on everyone’s wish-list in Australia would have to be Mount Panorama
and for us mere mortals the opportunity to drive it legally over the posted 60kph is a rare
event in itself.

Don Dimitriadis took the plunge and entered both his Cobra and GT40 in the Festival of
Sports Cars Regularity races and was also invited to participate in the “Sounds of Thunder”
special races for all cars that featured in the Le Mans 24 Hour races of days gone by.

Don nominated himself as the driver of the GT40 in Regularity 3 and gave Jeff Bryant the
honours in Regularity 2 in the Cobra. Both took part in the Le Mans events.

The “team” also consisted of Kevin Walker , myself ( David Morris) and the two young “bush
mechanics” Tom and James.

With a wet track on and off all weekend there were numerous red flag stoppages with
approximately fifty cars being towed off the track Friday and Saturday. Jeff, who’s had some race
time on the mountain got in some good times in practice and in Saturday’s races was coming in
under his nominated time. Don unfortunately didn’t get many clean laps but managed to post his
times.

Sunday was a bit more promising with the weather and Don was able to circulate with a bit more
confidence and took nearly 20 seconds off his posted lap times in his final race. Jeff was more
regular in his event only losing 5 points ( 1 point per lap) and winning his race. That really did put a
big grin on his face- a sight to be seen. The leader board photo clearly shows 99 1st, 97 2nd and 05 3rd

(not that ’05 but actually 105)

The “Sounds of Thunder” event on both Saturday and Sunday was very popular and very rare. To see
some 60 odd cars ‘angle parked’ for a Le Mans start at Bathurst is a first and very interesting with a
controlled start. It’s not as wide as you think. Mr Shelby would have been pleased to be represented
by 2 GT40s, 3 Cobras, 2 Daytona Coupes and a lonely Mustang lined up together and on the first lap
doing their ( out of ) controlled drive ( fly) by along pit straight. One stirring sight was the pack being
led by Car No.1, a very original D Type Jaguar, followed by 4 replicas. The sound of an open exhaust
straight 6 runs very close to the sound of an un-muffled V8.

Late Sunday the heavens reopened, so all was packed up and taken home before something bad
happened.

One of the more interesting races over the weekend was the Marque Sports Car races with the
feature being Iain Pretty in his Cobra up against a much modified MGB GTV8. Pretty bogged his first
start from position 2 and whilst gaining rapidly had a lose in the wet and finished 8th. The second
race proved even better with Pretty closing rapidly to finish a close 2nd. However he was pleased
because he posted the fastest lap of the meeting in his chase, 2min. 25 sec., with the MG in the 2.26
bracket. A few more laps and who knows.

Again from Jeff, Kevin, Tom, James and myself, many thanks to Don for a great weekend. You
certainly gave me the bug, so maybe next year!

Attached are a few pics.






